Vehicles on Naylor Mill Road pass under a conveyor belt which has been built to move dirt from ane

Route 50 Bypass.
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location to another during the building of the

A belt of major proportions

m Giant machine helps build 50 Bypass

Spaclad To Tha Timas

SALISBURY == I doesn't take

muech o achicve skyscraper

status on Delmarva,

State officials snid the 16-foot
object off Navlor Mill Road is
really a huge convevor belt
moving dirt from a pit to the
Houte 50 bypass project site.

"This is the kargest conveyor
we've over used in the state”
Gee Williams, spokesman for
the State Highway Administra-
tion, said of the 2v-mile-long
machine, “A lot of engineers
from around the state will he
coming here to see it when it's
working.”

The conveyor belt, which
took two months to assemble,

will move L1 million euhie
yards or the
GO0 dumptruck  dowds 6l
earth feom a pit e the project
site adjacent o the Coea-Cola
Pt on Geddard Parkway

The conveyor is the lates
tool for engincers working on
the $65 million project to loap
vacution traftic around Salis-
bury The bypass should be
cotploted Apeil 15, 2003,

“Evervthing is going well”
said Donnie Drewer, distriet
engineer with the State High
wov Administeation. " Based on

the  constru schednle,
we're right were we want o
b,

Contractors spent much of
the first 11 months working on
two bridaes the wost-bouned

eguivitlent  of

Ny over bridge that will take
inotorists over Route S0 and the
Mavlor AL Boad bridee thad
will carry traffic over the Route
M bvpass.

erse I — from west of White

Lavwe Rooed to east of West [oael

- starvted in Apreil and will be
completed in January of 2002,
This portion will cost $14.9 mil-
lion

Phase 1 — east of West Roadl
toowest of Scenic Deive — start:
el in May and will be finishod
in January 2002, This phaso
will cost $11.2 million.

Phase HI — spanning east of
Scenic Drive to Route 13 — will
cost 332.2 million. Construction
started in June and will be com-
plete by April of 2003,

The final phase consists of
mprovements to the existing
Route 13 and Route 50 inter-

change east of Salisbury, near
Hobbs Road, That stacted last
month and will be Tinished by
summer 2002, Phase I is the
least  expensive, costing 358
million,

Among the most noticeable
changes will be:

® A hall.mile long barrier
with an 18-foot high concrete
screen west of the Jersey Road
and Bypass intersection.
B Two large drainage ponds
west ol Johnson Pond,
W A steel frame for two 500-foot
bridges across the Wicomico
Kiver at Johnson Poned.
B A partially relocated Naylor
Mill Boad with new traffic pat-
terns between existing Naylor
Ml Road and Route 50
B A bridge to carry Route 50
business teaffic to Salisbury
overthe Bypass.




